Breast cancer screening and diagnosis in the 21st century within the U.K.
In the UK, breast cancer represents the most commonly diagnosed cancer in females and carries with it a significant morbidity and mortality. An established national screening programme is in place to identify those with the disease at an early stage in order to optimise treatment and prognosis. This article provides an overview for the non-breast specialist clinician whose practice regularly deals with women who may be the subject of the screening programme. It outlines the diagnostic methods employed in the screening programme, the controversies that have surrounded it and the evolving technologies that will improve detection and diagnostic accuracy.